
















White Paper: M872 & M172 Trailer Shortages – A Critical Logistical Challenge – April 23, 
2025 

Bottom Line Up Front (BLUF): 

- -

-

 

1. Introduction: Critical Trailer Assets

- -

- -
 

2. Current Shortage Status (April 2025)

Trailer Type FMC Rate Shortage Estimate Backlog (Awaiting Repair) 

M172 Cargo -  -   

M872 Flatbed -  -   

Geographic Disparities: -training areas

Repair Times: 

3. Root Causes – Shared & Distinct Challenges

 

Supply Chain Disruptions: 



Increased Operational Tempo: 

Deferred Maintenance: 

Distinct Challenges: 

M172: 

M872:  single-source 

4. Impacts of the Shortages

Reduced Unit Readiness: 

Increased Costs: 

Logistical Bottlenecks: 

Project Delays:

Compromised Rapid Response: 

5. Mitigation Strategies – A Combined Approach

Strategy M172 M872 

Increase 
Production  -  

Strengthen Supply 
Chain 

-
  

Improve 
Maintenance   

Fleet 
Modernization   



6. Conclusion

-  

Disclaimer: 
 












